Centre Documenters

Meeting: Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting
Township: College Township

Documenters: Cady Barcak, Alicia Ernst

Date: Nov. 13, 2023

Start Time: 7:01 p.m.

End Time: 8:36 p.m.

Notes
Attendance

The following 8 committee members and 2 township staff were present
e Stephen Spoonamore

e Amy J. Kerner (secretary)

e Sharon Meyers (secretary)

e Judith Simpson

e David Schulte (vice chair)

e Earl Moore (chair)

e Judi Sittler — attending via Zoom
e Janet Sulzer

e Susan Smith

e Kathleen Matason

o 1 community member was present.
o 2 documenters were present.

Call to order
The meeting was called to order by chairman Earl Moore.

Meeting protocol
Chairman Early Moore shared the protocol for Zoom and in-person participants: raise
your hand if you want to speak. The board will “try and keep participants included”.

Open discussion (items not on the agenda):
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Committee member Stephen Spoonamore discussed the pollinator location survey, a
Penn State University program that allows for the inventory and monitoring of pollinator
species richness and relative abundance. The committee discussed whether they have
mapped pollinator gardens and parks, and if there is someone who could add this to the
system.

e The committee inquired whether there were official lists from the township to

include in the research program.
e Chairman Earl Moore asked that the township provide a list of pollinator spaces
and noted that they would pass along this request and work to secure it.

The committee discussed whether anyone had information about Thompson Woods
becoming a regional park?
e Some committee members do not think it is a regional park.
e It is mentioned as a regional park in some documents, a board member noted.
e Secretary Amy J. Kerner does not have knowledge of this being a regional park.
e David Schulte said there are 2 parts to the park. One is owned by College
Township and one is owned by State College Borough. Since 2 entities are
involved, Schulte says it is maintained by regional workers.
¢ Another member said, it is not regional park but is maintained by them.
¢ Another says the borough contributed money because they wanted to own a part
of it, in exchange for monetary donation.
¢ A note from your documenter — Did you Know? “Thompson Woods Preserve
(TWP) is a 43.36-acre natural area consisting of trails and natural ecological
features. This public preserve offers a unique natural setting within walking
distance of the surrounding urban environment of downtown State College and
the Pennsylvania State University. TWP property is jointly owned by College
Township and the Borough of State College.” In October, State College borough
and College township joined forces to form municipal committees around the
preserve. You can find coverage of this from Oct. 19, 2023 on StateCollege.com.

Consent Agenda
CA-1 meeting minutes for Sep. 11, 2023

e Motion made by committee member Kathleen Matason.
e Motion was seconded by committee member Susan Smith.
e The committee voted to approve the meeting minutes.
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CA-2 2024 Proposed meeting schedule

e Proposed changes to mandatory & optional meeting dates in 2024

o February should be a mandatory meeting.

o November’'s meeting date should be changed due to Veterans Day. They
should alternatively hold that meeting on Nov. 18.

o The board mentioned that they were not currently scheduling around
Indigenous People Day and they will potentially hold a meeting on that
day.

e Motion made by Kathleen Matason
e Motion was seconded by Stephen Spoonamore
e The committee voted in favor of the proposed changes.

Old Business

The committee discussed OB-2 township park survey results:
o A survey was sent out via paper and online. It closed last Monday.

o Participation rate: 20% Harris Acres, 26% Fieldstone
o Atherton bike path
o Stephen Spoonamore asked if they have the right of way to make a
connection to the Atherton bike path. Committee members believe that
private properties prevent right of way. However, it was notes that, if
PennDOT has a right of way, it could make the connection. If not, board
member Amy Kerner noted they were unsure of what course of action
could be taken.
o Someone was killed 6 blocks away from “here” (the township building) and
there were 2 other near misses according to Stephen Spoonamore.

Chair Earl Moore opened the floor for committee members to comment on the park
survey results:

o Committee member Janet Sulzer noted that residents are enjoying newer picnic
tables and trashcans. She has asked Amy Kerner for new trashcans. She also
requested the planting mound be newly weeded and freshly mulched and noted
that families in Harris Acres want more infrastructure, but 50% of respondents
say nothing is necessary, that the parks need little changes.
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o Janet Sulzer noted that the Harris Acres sign that was previously unstable has
been addressed and is stable now.

o Committee member Amy Kerner showed the committee that there is no true
entrance to the parklet, and that a neighbor currently mows the entrance.
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Susan Smith asked about putting corners up to define property line
David Schulte asked about putting in a mulch path to make the entrance
more accessible.
Committee members agreed there was no parking at Harris Acres and it
lacks a defined path. These are items worth discussing more.
Susan Smith said that corner split rails could help with entrance.
The committee deliberated on where to put corners up, noting that it would
need pins on every corner.
Janet Sulzer thinks split rails could be good, encroachment issue.
Kathleen Matason said this would help constituents not feel like they are
walking through someone’s front yard to access.
Stephen Spoonamore argued that infrastructure is important at Harris
Acres because 20% of families need it.
Janet Sulzer Sulzer said the Homeowners Association (HOA) has turned
down previous motions for children infrastructure.
David Schulte asked if the mound at Fieldstone could be mowed.
= Susan Smith said one thing for children could be a good idea
= Judith Simpson said this could be a good idea, but they wants to
know how many families live there. Stephen Spoonamore replied
that the survey data is there.
= Chairman Earl Moore pointed out that 6 people want to leave it
natural.
» Janet Sulzer asked about the budget: what would that new
infrastructure look like for small children?
David Schulte asked if the mound at Fieldstone could be mowed.
Simpson, Schulte, Moore, Spoonamore, Smith, Matason and Sittler
agreed that they should be left up to committee member Janet Sulzer to
decide what changes to make at Harris Acres Parklet and Fieldstone
based off of survey results.
Stephen Spoonamore asked why the HOA is against the proposed dog
park.
Janet Sulzer doesn’t see a need for a Fieldstone dog park because she
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doesn’t see this as a relevant topic/issue within Fieldstone.
o Janet Sulzer says most people walk dogs to get the mail, since mailboxes
are on the other side of community.
= The townships have regulations around animals, dogs specifically,
regarding where they can be, leash requirements, etc.. Janet
Schulte said they should “tread carefully”.
= A committee member noted that a dog park in Ferguson could be,
larger acreage.

The committee continued a previous discussion re: Fogleman Overlook Park:

o Stephen Spoonamore has spent 5 meetings at Mount Nittany re: the work that
has been done re: electrical overlines, which are essentially just powerlines.

o Spoonamore said, the committee needs to talk to the overhead lines’ guy.

o The substation off of Trout Road, where the lines are overhead. Most
other lines are all underground.

o Gravel drive is an easement, not a permanent structure. Janet Schulte
argues gravel isn’'t permanent.

o The committee is expecting a letter from Nittany Conservancy seeking easement
for acquiring property for a jogging trail. A note from your documenter — did
you know? An easement is a right to cross or otherwise use someone else’s
land for a specified purpose. Also, you can learn more about the Nittany
Conservancy trails and greenway project, here.

New Business
NB-1 2023 Annual Report DRAFT (Discuss/Approval)

e 2 typos, Susan Smith notes:
o Judi bios “like” instead of “links” pg. 4
o “bike bath” instead of “bike path” on pg. 13

¢ Matason, Schulte update bios
e Schulte, don’t bother staff with the report, let board take that on
e Kerner said not as much of a burden as it has been in the past
e Chairman Moore and secretary Meyers will continue to oversee
o Chariman Moore asked board to send in pictures for cover
e David Schulte asked why Nittany Mountain was included since the township
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doesn’t own it and has no say in it, doesn’t maintain it.

o Stephen Spoonamore said it is within their charter, and it makes sense to
include it as an inventory asset, however he recommended to put an
asterisk or disclaimer alongside its inclusion in their annual report.

o Chairman Earl Moore said if HOA parks aren’t open to the public, they
should not be included on the inventory.

o Stephan Spoonamore said to talk about parks that are in College township
that constituents use, regardless of ownership.

o All but one member of the committee is in favor of putting asterisks on
properties that are not owned by the township to be included in the
inventory. David Schulte was against this.

= Motion was made by: Susan Smith
* Motion was seconded by: Stephen Spoonamore

= The committee favored to accept the inventory packet after edits
were made.

= Motion was recanted by: Stephen Spoonamore
= This was seconded by: Earl Moore

* The committee will receive and review another draft and
recommendations should be sent within 10 days as requested by
Chairman Early Moore.

Acknowledgement of Guests

This should have occurred sooner according to Chariman Earl Moore. Susan Smith
advocated for the acknowledgment of guests. Documenters in attendance were asked
by the committee to introduce themselves. The only other “guest” in attendance was
not.

Parks Reports

Written reports for each park, recreational area, or duties should be received and
emailed to all members the Wednesday prior to the meeting date. The following report
assignments are:

* Bike Paths — Simpson

= Cairns Crossing — Sittler
* CRPR - Matason

* Dalevue — Schulte

* Fieldstone — Sulzer
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*  Fogleman Overlook — Spoonamore (temp)
*  Glenn Park — Smith

* Gordon D. Kissinger Meadow — Sittler

* Harris Acres — Sulzer

= Limerock Terrace — Smith

= Millbrook Marsh — Matason

* Mountainside — Smith

= Mt. Nittany Terrace — Spoonamore

= Nittany Orchard — Spoonamore

= Oak Grove — Schulte

* Panorama Parklet — Sulzer

= Penn Hills — Schulte (temp)

*  Shamrock Moore Slab Cabin — Moore

= Slab Cabin Overlook — Simpson

= Spring Creek Park — Simpson

= Spring Creek Estates — Sittler (temp)

= Stoney Batter Natural Area — Spoonamore
* Thompson Woods Parklet — Moore

* Planning Commission — Staff

Staff Informatives

Other Matters
OM-1 correspondence
o Letter from resident that is concerned with brush overgrown. There are birdboxes

(put up by someone in the community) on park land. Stephen Spoonamore
doesn’t want to get rid of them.
o Janet Sulzer recommends the committee do nothing (this is her park)
because of the animal life there.
o Committee will take a look at this in June 2024 during a physical
inspection.
o Smith, Spoonamore and Simpson are in favor of keeping the hedge, or
“overgrown brush” there.
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o David Schulte is sympathetic to the letter writer’s concerns.
o Further discussions on this after in-person visit in June 2024.

Announcements
o The Next Generation Safety and Mobility Plan, “a comprehensive mobility plan

that will set the framework for active transportation and infrastructure and policy
improvements within the borough of State College” will be presented on Nov. 14
from 4:30pm to 6:30 at the municipal building. A note from your documenter:
You find information on their October meetings here, and a fact sheet from the
White House on these kinds of initiatives here.

o On the last Friday of November, Penn State University will look into making
walkways used for football accessible mostly year-round.

o Kathleen Matason will have a grand opening for a park in the spring.
The Dalevue and Oakview park reports are incorrect. The committee will receive
corrected versions from member David Schulte.

Next Meeting:
Monday, Jan. 8, 2024 at 7:00pm (reorganization meeting)

Adjournment
The committee voted to adjourn the meeting.
o The motion was made by: Kathleen Matason

o The motion was seconded by Stephen Spoonamore
o The committee voted in favor to adjourn the meeting.

Summary

e The board discussed the possibility of building infrastructure (play equipment) at
Harris Acre Parklet. Did you know that 20% of family survey respondents
living near the parklet want this infrastructure?

e The board will plan to visit Harris Acre Parklet during its fieldtrip to analyze
overgrowth on a residents property to determine if the resident has obligation to
upkeep or if the township does. Did you know each June the board travels to
different areas to inspect parks in-person as a way of helping them make
more informed decisions and choices throughout the year?
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e Do you know about the Next Generation Safety and Mobility Plan? Meetings for
public comment and regarding plans were hosted throughout October and
November. Be sure to follow updates on this on the State College Borough’s
website.

Follow-Up Questions
What are you left wondering?

e When will the board / Janet Sulzer decide if Harris Acres will get new
infrastructure (specifically the play equipment)?

e How did the board decide which park areas to survey? Does this change and how
often do they survey?

e What sites will the board visit during its June “field trip”?

Top Quote

‘We aren’t a natural preservation board; we are a parks commission. It’s our job.”
— Stephen Spoonamore, College Township Parks and Rec Committee Member

Note: This quote was in regard to the installation of some type of play equipment for
children at the Harris Acres Parklet. Spoonamore oversees Mt. Nittany Terrace, Stoney
Batter Nature Area, Nittany Orchard and (temporarily) Fogleman Overlook.
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